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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
Amidst the blue-lit backdrop and 
800 occupied seats of the Capitol Arts 
Center, a solitary woman stood center 
stage behind a drum half her size. 
Her first strike on the instrument 
resonated, relieving the year-long 
anticipation of Western’s final Cultural 
Enhancement Series performance of 
the school year — “Taikoproject: (re)
generation.” 
Taikoproject is a Los Angeles-based 
ensemble of taiko drummers that strives 
to entertain and inform by infusing the 
rich Japanese history of its art with 
contemporary innovation. Originally, 
taiko drums were used to awaken and 
motivate Japanese troops during feuds. 
The group maintains the ancient “big 
drum,” blending its sound with modern 
music genres such as jazz, rock and 
hip-hop.
A flute merged with the rhythm as a 
man stepped onto the stage, followed by 
the gradual accumulation of seven other 
drummers, collectively electrifying the 
air. 
“When we play free, play with feeling 
… something comes alive,” said Bryan 
Yamami, Taikoproject performer. 
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In the shadow of the Hill: This 
semester Herlad photojournalists 






Housing and Residence Life partners 
with company Lifetopia to provide a 
roommate matching service to 
students. 
SCIENCE bREAk
Five Western students spent their 
Spring Break in Florida studying 
limestone environments. 
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Gov. Steve Beshear talks to Staff Regent Tamela Smith before making a speech 




Final performance of Cultural Enhancement Series a smash
S e e  S M A S H ,  p a g e  7 a
LANCE bOOTH/HERALD
The Taikoproject came to the Capitol Arts Theatre as part of Western’s Cultural Enhancement series. The Taikoproject is an ensemble of taiko drummers, which came 
together to promote and advance the art of taiko in America, according to the project’s Web site.
LANCE bOOTH/HERALD
Tomomi Hongo is one of the drummers who is involved with the Taikoproject. 
Hongo joined the group in 2007 as a trainee to explore new avenues of taiko, 
according to the project’s Web site. 
Some South Campus 
students and faculty want 
a student government.
And they, along with 
some Student Government 
Association members, want 
it to be a part of SGA.
Students and faculty 
discussed having a student 
government on South 
Campus at the Minority 
Future on the Hill forum 
in February.
Lexington freshman 
VaShae Swope,  an 
SGA senator, said she 
wants to get students on 
South Campus involved 
with the main campus 
government.
Swope is the committee 
chair for diversity issues.
She said she plans on 
having an interest table 
at South Campus today to 
pass out comment cards to 
get student opinions and 
interest.
“We want to talk to 
students that spend most 
of the day there,” Swope 
said. “Most of us are not 
on South Campus, so we 
don’t know the issues.” 
she said about SGA 
members.
It’s been been about five 
years since South Campus 
had a student government, 
said Quentin Hollis, an 
associate professor of 
liberal arts and sciences at 
South Campus.
Hollis was one of the 
faculty advisers of the 
South Campus student 
government group.
“We wanted to create 
a body of students that 
advocated for student 
activities and projects,” 
Hollis said.
He said all of the 
students that participated 
in the group were 
volunteers.







S e e  V O I C E ,  p a g e  8 a
Big Red has been going green 
through many different efforts this 
year, but now the change in color 
is official.
Gov. Steve Beshear came to 
campus Wednesday as part of the 
announcement of the new Western 
Kentucky University Energy Policy 
at Guthrie Bell Tower.
Beshear said he was pleased with 
Western’s initiative.
“I know the Hilltoppers are 
partial to red, but I’m excited that 
you’re also going green,” Beshear 
said.
The policy outlines Western’s 
plan to increase energy efficiency 
and save money.
It was written by Western’s 
Sustainability Committee and 
Energy Conservation Task Force, 
said John Osborne, vice president 
of campus services and facilities.
Beshear said one important phrase 
caught his eye while reviewing 
Western’s plan: “Be proactive.”
“That’s what this is all about in 
the end: personal responsibility,” 
he said.
The policy includes some easy 
things like turning off lights when 
they’re not being used, Beshear 
said.
Sustainability Coordinator 
Christian Ryan-Downing said 
education and awareness are an 
important part of the policy.
The Web site that monitored 
energy use during the Winter Break 
shutdown will be updated soon 
to continuously monitor usage on 
campus, she said.
Anyone will be able to log on 
to http://www.wku.edu/energy to 
compare how much energy the 
campus is using compared to last 
year, Ryan-Downing said.
The campus has consumed less 
energy so far this year than at 
this point last year, despite more 




Western releases new energy policy
S e e  E N E R G Y ,  p a g e  9 a
Eastern rhythms
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Call 24 Hrs / 7 Days A Week 136 St. Charles Ave.
Don’t haul your stuff home...
store it here!
Student Summer Special!
2 months FOR ONLY$35
C O O G I  •  E V O L U T I O N  •  A P P L E  B O T T O M  •  E V I S U
DEREON • ROCAWEAR • AKADEMIKS • NEW ERA • BABY PHAT 
HIP HOP
“Carrying the latest in urban fashions”
1562 US 31 bypass, Bowling Green, KY
for more information cantact:  270.781.3213
WKU Mondays-20% off with any college ID
Tuesday-Friday get 10% off
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KALA DIAMOND
in the shadow of the Hill
This semester Herald photojournalists find 
interesting stories on the edges of campus. 
South was a Miami Bass duo95 55 29is the atomic number of Caesium is an album by Ryan Adams
Source: http://www. www.wikipedia.org/
u Cedrico Crocker, Kelly Harris Road, reported on March 17 that his vehicle was 
broken into in the Creason Lot. The value of the theft was $358.
DAY2
Crime reportst
u Helen Pope, Lexington, reported on March 17 that her MP3 player was stolen 
from her backpack in Room A319 of Downing University Center. The value of the 
theft was $30.
u Ricky Newell, Zacharias Hall, reported on March 16 that his Western ID was 
stolen and $173.85 worth of fraudulent purchases were made with his Big Red 
Dollars at the Bate Shop. 
Arrest
u Zachary Wood, Hendersonville, Tenn., was arrested on March 15 and charged with 
possession of marijuana and operating a motor vehicle under the influence of marijuana. 
He was released the next day on a $1,000 unsecured bond.
Reports
Even after working a seven-hour shift, and exchanging good-bye waves withco-workers, Toynnia Dye’s job isn’t over yet. 
She drives away from LifeSkills with 38-year-old 
John Fleenor of Bowling Green. Dye oversees the 
work of mentally disabled adults, like Fleenor, 
supervising their job performance. “I’m there for the 
individuals and I go far and beyond for some reason, 
because I understand they can’t help themselves,” 
Dye said.
Dye met Fleenor when she started working at 
LifeSkills in 1993, and got to know him and his 
mother. When Fleenor’s mother started getting sick 
she would ask Dye to take care of her son. “The 
next thing you know, it got to the point where I kept 
him all the time.” In 2005, when Fleenor lost his 
mother, Dye moved in to care for him and became a 
Family Home Provider. 
“At first it was kinda hectic, but now it’s been 
almost four years and it’s pretty much laid back. We 
have a routine life.” 
Fleenor has become more independent since 
living with Dye, and has begun learning to read and 
write. 
“He is a big help, and he has a big heart and he 
wants to be friends with everybody and sometimes 
he too friendly,” Dye said. “He’s part of the family 
now.”
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A Western student died in 
a car accident during Spring 
Break.
Bowling Green freshman 
DuWayne Northey II was 
pronounced dead at 11:23 a.m. 
on March 11, according to a 
document from J.C. Kirby & 
Son Funeral Chapels.
Last week, Erik Preslar, a 
freshman from Flint, Mich., got 
into his car with Northey, his 
friend and fellow Revolution 
91.7 disc jockey.
Northey just wanted to talk, 
Preslar said.
Preslar let Northey drive 
because he wasn’t familiar with 
the back roads they were on.
Preslar said he was looking 
at his phone. When he looked 
up, he realized the car was 
going to flip.
“I told him, ‘It’s been good 
knowing you, man,’” Preslar 
said.
Then the car hit a tree.
Preslar said he was wearing 
his seatbelt and walked away 
with bruises and scrapes on his 
arm and hip.
Northey didn’t survive the 
accident, Preslar said. He wasn’t 
wearing his seatbelt.
Northey was wise beyond his 
years, said his mother, Karen 
Northey Robinson.
“He was just awesome,” 
Robinson said. “Some people 
understood him and some people 
didn’t. He had a different sense 
of humor.”
Northey was very 
independent, Robinson said.
She recalled a time during 
his freshman year of high school 
when she picked him up from 
football practice.
Northey was sitting by 
himself, reading a book, 
Robinson said.
“He said he didn’t want to 
have any part in the conversation 
the other players were having,” 
she said. 
The players were talking about 
sex and alcohol, Robinson said.
Northey was one of the 
first people Preslar met when 
he moved to Bowling Green, 
Preslar said.
“He was a big old goofy guy 
who liked to pick fun,” Preslar 
said. “He liked to get people all 
riled up.”
The two worked together at 
Revolution, he said.
Madisonville sophomore 
Zach Barton also worked with 
Northey at Revolution, he said.
He found out about the 
accident Monday morning, he 
said.
Barton said he was in shock.
“I’m mad because he just 
didn’t deserve it at all,” he said. 
“It just makes me so freaking 
angry.”
Revolution staff plays 
“Goodbye Horses,” by Q 
Lazzarus every shift because it 
was one of Northey’s favorite 
songs, Preslar said.
 Wes Claiborne, who was 
Northey’s youth minister at 
Greenwood Park Church of 
Christ, said Northey cared for 
everyone. 
“If you were in trouble, he 
was that guy you knew to call,” 
Claiborne said. “He would come 
and get you or find someone to 
come and get you.”
Claiborne met Northey last 
summer, he said.
“He didn’t latch onto 
people who didn’t push back,” 
Claiborne said. “He enjoyed 
spending time with people he 
knew cared about him.”
Northey was buried with 
his father, Sgt. DuWayne F. 
Northey, at Arlington National 





Freshman dies in car accident
Western students will pay 
about $277 more for tuition 
next year with a possible 4 
percent increase.
That’s the smallest percent 
of increase to Western tuition in 
about 20 years. 
The Council on Postsecondary 
Education approved 4 percent as 
the maximum amount regional 
universities, including Western, 
can raise tuition next year, 
said John Hayek, CPE’s vice 
president for finance.
CPE also decided out-of-
state tuition must be at least 
double the amount of in-state 
tuition, he said.
President Gary Ransdell said 
Western’s out-of-state tuition is 
usually 2.5 times the amount 
of in-state tuition and it will 
probably stay at that rate.
Ransdell said he’ll 
recommend the 4 percent 
increase for in-state tuition at 
the Board of Regents’ April 24 
meeting.
He said Western hasn’t had 
a tuition increase that low since 
1989.
Tuition in the 1989-1990 
school year increased about 1.8 
percent from the 1988-1989 
year, according to a spreadsheet 
prepared by Bursar Belinda 
Higginbotham.
Ransdell said decreasing 
state funding has contributed to 
the rising tuition. 
“Tuition has had to fill in the 
margins when state funding has 
been cut or insufficient,” Ransdell 
said. “We’ve had some good 
years over the last 10 or 20 years, 
but, more times than not, it’s 
either been down or it’s been a 
reduction.”
Ransdell said he thinks 
tuition increases will be in the 
4 percent range for the next few 
years.
Hayek said more money 
going to financial aid can help 
offset the tuition increase.
Students with low and 
moderate incomes can benefit 
from an increase to Pell Grants, 
which are need-based, he said.
Students from families 
with higher incomes can take 
advantage of higher education 
tax credits, Hayek said.
Federal tax credits are a dollar 
amount that can be subtracted 
from taxes owed by a taxpayer, 
Assistant Accounting Professor 
Stacy Wade said.
Students can find more 
information about applying for 




Tuition increase percentage  
may to be lowest in 20 years
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The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those of 
Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries 
on topics of public 
interest.  Here are a few 
guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commen-
taries should be 700-800 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classification 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity.  The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
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A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
BOTTOMS to 
the hangover that 
resulted from the 
green beverages.
TOPS to green 
beverages go-




TOPS to spring 
weather.
BOTTOMS to 
being back from 
Spring Break.
TOPS  to the 
men’s basketball 




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Concealed carry hosts Empty 
Holster Protest
Students for Concealed Carry on 
Campus will hold its third national 
collegiate Empty Holster Protest dur-
ing the week of April 20-24, 2009. 
Thousands of college students through-
out the United States, organized under 
the banner of Students for Concealed 
Carry on Campus (SCCC), will attend 
classes wearing empty holsters, in pro-
test of state laws and school policies 
that stack the odds in favor of danger-
ous criminals and armed killers by 
disarming law-abiding citizens licensed 
to carry concealed handguns virtually 
everywhere else.    
The protest will focus on sharing the 
facts of concealed carry with students 
and faculty who may not be aware 
that concealed carry laws exist or that 
those laws differ on college campuses 
from most other locations. Students for 
Concealed Carry on Campus will nei-
ther host nor endorse any protests dur-
ing the week of April 13-17. April 16 
is to be a day of remembrance for the 
students, faculty, and families affected 
by the Virginia Tech shooting. SCCC 
wishes to avoid any action that might 
distract or detract from the memory of 
the individuals lost on April 16, 2007.
Nathan Hayes
Louisville senior
Senate bill mistreats citizens
You probably didn’t know that our 
state Senate was considering SB 68, a 
bill that would ban adoption by unmar-
ried, cohabiting couples. You probably 
also didn’t know that SB 68 passed 
unanimously [in Senate Judiciary 
Committee] on March 5. This bill is 
obviously aimed at preventing gay 
couples from adopting. 
You may or may not agree with 
homosexuality or its effects on chil-
dren, but this is not a religious issue. 
This is a civil rights issue. Millions of 
Americans in states all over the country 
are being treated like second-class citi-
zens. This is a despicable outcome to a 
despicable issue. 
Many of us “New Millennium 
Hippies” wish we could have lived in 
the politically-charged era of the civil 
rights movement so we could feel a part 
of change so important in our country. 
We got a small glimpse of that feeling 
when we elected Barack Obama. But 
now we have the real thing. This is the 
civil rights issue of our generation. 
This is the time where we decide if 
we let the people in charge determine 
who deserves to be free and happy. We 
can once again show the world that in 
America the power of the people and 
of freedom is stronger than those that 
would suppress us or deny us our free-
dom. If you want to strive for a more 
perfect union, I suggest that you let 
someone know that America is not a 




The issue: The Toppers play their 
first round game against Illinois in 
Portland, Ore., more than 2,300 miles 
away from Western and its fans.
Our view: When it comes to the 
NCAA tournament, fans of schools 
with less name recognition matter less 
to the league than fans of more estab-
lished programs.
To the casual observer, it must’ve 
been strange to witness the range 
of emotions that Western fans went 
through on Sunday night.
In Diddle Arena, fans celebrated 
when the Toppers received a 12-seed. 
But a sense of disappointment 
likely replaced the initial excitement 
felt by the Western faithfuls once 
they realized that the cost of a trip to 
Portland meant they would be watch-
ing the game far away from their 
team.
The small allocation of tick-
ets given to Western goes to large 
donors from the Hilltopper Athletic 
Foundation, meaning even dedicated 
fans with deeper pockets would likely 
be out of luck.
The whole arrangement runs afoul 
of the NCAA’s focus on student ath-
letes and exposes the league for the 
money-hungry establishment it has 
become.
The Herald realizes that it would be 
impossible to keep all 64 teams close 
to home come tournament time.
NCAA Tournament Selection 
Committee chair Mike Slive made 
that clear when he said, “At some 
point when you get down into the 
bracket, you have to move teams 
around.”
But, this doesn’t change the fact 
that the NCAA has placed its empha-
sis on profits rather than fans.
Any skeptics need only consider 
the outrageous earnings the league 
would reap from a Western fan that 
makes the trip to Portland to support 
the Toppers.
Assuming the fan could find one, a 
ticket to the game would cost $60. 
Logging onto the Internet while at 
the arena? That’ll be another $16.95 
per day.
Don’t forget the concession stand 
purchases and souvenirs the fan might 
want during the week. 
This isn’t considering the round 
trip plane ticket from Nashville to 
Portland booked Tuesday night and 
departing Wednesday morning that 
costs $734.
It also doesn’t take into account the 
$600 the fan would hand over for a 
hotel room through Sunday.
That poor fan would be broke if 
the Toppers managed to make it out 
of Portland.
Even for those willing to shell 
out for the tournament, it’s a shame 
that Western fans have to pump such 
money into a state clear across the 
country.
It would’ve been smarter to emu-
late the approach taken by the wom-
en’s selection committee, which sent 
three local teams to Bowling Green 
for first round games.
Without such a logical arrange-
ment, Western fans will be left seeing 
red in more ways than one this week.
No wonder it’s called March 
Madness. 
This editorial represents the major-
ity opinion of the Herald’s 10-mem-
ber editorial board.
NCAA puts revenue before the fans
Money-milking machine
BOTTOMS to St. 
Patrick’s Day falling 
on a school night.
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Come Talk With Employers To...
 
• Decide on an academic major or career path
• Look for a co-op, internship, or part-time job
• Find a full-time position for after you graduate
• Practice your interviewing skills
• JOIN IN THE FUN!
The WKU Spring Job Fair…
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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
T H E  U LT I M AT E  G I V E A W AY  AT  W E S T E R N  P L A C E
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND
SIGN A LEASE
Between now and April 10th, 2009
And be eligible to win a set of tickets to see Dave Matthews and 
$25 gas card to get there! We are giving away 1 set of tickets to 3 lucky winners!
WESTERN PLACE | 720 PATTON WAY BOWLING GREEN, KY 42104 | 270-781-5600












Western administrators think 
they’re giving students more than 
enough paper.
But some Western students don’t 
agree.
New lab printing allocations 
went into effect on Monday, 
meaning students won’t be able 
to print an unlimited number of 
pages. 
An annual free allocation of 
pages will be given to students at 
the beginning of each fall semester. 
Students can use those pages 
throughout the school year, said 
John Bowers, director of academic 
technology.
He said 94 percent of Western 
students who used the labs over the 
past two years printed out fewer 
pages than are given in the new 
limit.
“The printing allocations that 
have been put in effect should be 
more than enough for students,” 
Bowers said.
Bowling Green freshman 
Telia Butler said she’s glad to see 
Western trying to be more eco-
friendly. 
She said she thinks each 
classification was given enough 
paper.
The number of pages students 
are allowed to print will depend on 
classification, he said in an e-mail.
Full-time undergraduate 
students will be given 1,500 pages 
of free laser printing per year, 
part-time undergraduate students 
will receive 1,000 pages, graduate 
students will receive 3,000 pages 
and faculty and staff members will 
receive 1,500 pages, Bowers said 
in the e-mail. 
The limits are based on statistics 
gathered over the past two years 
by Bowers and the Student 
Government Association, Bowers 
said. 
He said the printing limits were 
put in place to end wasteful and 
abusive printing.
“Seven percent of all printed 
pages were thrown away before the 
student who printed them out even 
left the lab,” Bowers said. 
Beaver Dam freshman Kirsten 
Barnwell said she doesn’t think 
there should be a printing limit.
She said teachers often require 
students to print a large amount 
of material and some students 
have multiple classes with these 
requirements.
Burlington sophomore Zack 
Ryle said he now has to watch 
what he prints out more closely.
“As a broadcasting major, I do 
a lot of printing,” he said. “The 
new limit makes it more difficult 
because students now have to 
decide what’s most important to 
print.”
Bowers said he’s been talking 
with faculty members about using 
Blackboard to receive papers and 
assignments and distribute course 
materials.
If students use up their free 
printing allocation they can still 
print by using Big Red dollars, he 
said in the e-mail.
Students will also be able to 
purchase extra pages without Big 
Red dollars. This will be called 
Personal Print Value. Methods 
of purchase will be set up later, 
Bowers said.




Beshear likely to sign bill ending CATS
A bill awaiting Gov. Steve Beshear’s 
signature would kill a Kentucky testing 
system.
Senate Bill 1 aims to eliminate the 
Commonwealth Accountability Testing 
System and come up with a new testing 
system, said Sen. Ken Winters, R-Murray.
Jill Midkiff, spokeswoman for the 
governor, said Beshear will probably sign 
the bill next week.
Winters said CATS is problematic because 
students have no real investment in the 
program, and it doesn’t directly affect them. 
A new testing system would let students 
and parents see a student’s progress, he said. 
Winters said the bill calls for a system 
which would include criterion referenced 
testing, which would test core content areas, 
and norm-referenced testing. Norm-referenced 
testing, such as the ACT, has results that can 
be compared across the country.
Legislators want core content in the 
elementary and secondary education to 
better prepare students for postsecondary 
education, he said.
                       —Marianne Hale
Students ticketed for marijuana
Campus police officers gave citations to 
two students for possession of marijuana at 
about 10:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sgt. Dominic 
Ossello said.
The names of the students will be released 
today, he said.
He said officers got a call about a car 
parked near Pearce-Ford Tower that smelled 
of marijuana, he said. 
The students allowed the officers to search 
the car, where police found two small bags of 
marijuana, Ossello said.
Those students will have to go to court 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
The group cycled through 15 acts that 
included slideshows, lights, costumes, dance 
and an array of drums and other percussion 
instruments. Each act transitioned with short 
videos reflecting on the traditions of taiko or 
memoirs of the performers’ journeys into the 
art form. 
Minimally clad in a traditional fundoshi, 
Japanese loincloth, a man played the 
o-daiko, a 5-foot, 330-pound drum later 
in the performance. Each of his muscles’ 
movements reverberated in the giant drum 
as he beat it. 
“The energy was phenomenal,” Bowling 
Green freshman Magnolia Gramling said. “I 
had high expectations, and it was one of the 
best performances I’ve seen.”
Shadow projections on the wall danced 
in unison with the drummers as they leaped 
through the air. They pounded each other’s 
instruments and prompted the crowd to join 
in, chanting “ie-ya-sat-a.”
“Music should be a part of everyday life,” 
Taikoproject performer Masato Baba said. 
“[It’s about] creating, sharing, evolving.”
Fresh from a performance at the 81st 
annual Academy Awards, the troop holds 
a resume that includes advertisements for 
Nike and Mitsubishi as well as appearances 
on Kanye West’s “Glow in the Dark Tour” 
and the first foreign-won Tokyo International 
Taiko Contest.
Western’s cultural enhancement board 
brings a grassroots music group to campus 
each year to immerse students in traditional 
music from different cultures, according to 
David Lee, member of the board and dean of 
Potter College. Past acts have included Malian 
kora player Mamadou Diabate, and banjo 
musicians, The Carolina Chocolate Drops.
“This ranks with the most successful 
performances in our roots music series,” he 
said.
Before performing the encore, Yamami 
gave the audience this advice: “A fool 
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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
TAKE A TOUR & BE ENTERED TO
WIN A FREE YEAR’S RENT
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& 20oz. Bottle of 
Coca-Cola Product
$7.99
Limited Delivery Area.  Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax. 
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order. 
* Delivery charge may apply. *
Limited Delivery Area.  Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax. 
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *
Limited Delivery Area.  Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax. 
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *
Limited Delivery Area.  Coupon Required.
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Michelle Hollis, an associate 
professor in academic support 
at South Campus, said she is 
interested in being the faculty 
adviser to a new South Campus 
student government.
She said they are hoping 
to have a group of about 10 
students to go the SGA meetings 
on main campus.
“Students here wouldn’t 
feel comfortable to be the 
only ones going to meetings 
by themselves,” she said. “We 
need to bridge the two.”
Michelle Hollis said she met 
with former SGA President 
Johnathon Boles before he 
resigned to discuss having an 
SGA on South Campus again.
Boles said he wanted let 
students on South Campus be 
involved in SGA.
He said they wanted to start a 
focus group for South Campus.
Their next step was to meet 
with the dean of South Campus, 
but that didn’t happen while he 
was president, he said.
Morgantown sophomore 
Sabrina Embry said one of her 
professors recommended her 
for the South Campus student 
government in February.
She said she doesn’t think 
that the group will start until 
next semester.
She said she would be a student 
ambassador for South Campus, 
kind of like a Spirit Master.
“I think that would be very 
beneficial, and it’s sad that we 
don’t have one now,” she said.
Embry said she thinks the 
student government would help 
new students and organize more 
South Campus programs.
Bowling Green junior 
Amanda Spencer  said she was 
unaware of student government 
efforts on South Campus.
“I think that would be a good 
thing because South Campus 
is kind of thought of less than 
main campus,” she said.
Spencer said she’s taken 
classes on South Campus, and if 
she was going to be at Western 
longer she would be interested 
in South Campus student 
government. 
Voice
Riddle: 100 people died in a 
cabin on the side of a mountain 
all facing the same direction. 
What happened?
On the first day of 
backpacking on the Ouachita 
National Scenic Trail in 
Arkansas during Spring Break, 
it took me about an hour to 
solve this.
And it wasn’t until five nights 
into the trip that I figured out 
that the bear jokes the ORAC 
folks had been making weren’t 
without motive. Apparently, the 
500-pound creatures were fresh 
out of hibernation and were a 
huge factor in our decision to 
put our food in trees at night. 
But back to the riddle: 
maybe the people died in an 
avalanche?
“No,” Ellen, our riddler, said. 
“They didn’t.” But after a 24-hour 
steady rain and a night of ice on 
the trail, precipitation certainly 
became my enemy. Sure, giant 
cascades of snow were never a 
threat to our 11-person crew, but 
since I was a backpacking virgin, 
the few clothes I chose to bring 
with me got wet, stayed wet and 
then froze. Cotton, apparently, 
was about as eager to dry out as 
an alcoholic.
Maybe that was it; booze 
was the culprit. In a drunken 
haze, maybe the people decided 
to look the same direction and 
kill themselves? 
“Nope,” the riddler said. And 
we marched on.
We hiked about 30 miles 
in the five days we were on 
the trail, climbing a few of the 
forest’s low mountains each day. 
It was a simple life, with no cell 
phones, iPods, showers, TVs, 
refrigerators or toilets. We woke 
up with the sun, hiked alongside 
trees and birds and slept under 
the stars and clouds. We chatted 
while we walked or moved in 
silence, stopping to take pictures 
of the misty terrain every once 
in a while. Eating was never a 
rushed process, and with our 
little stove and can of white 
gas, our cooking group managed 
to make burritos, spaghetti, 
pizzadillas and chicken and rice. 
Perhaps they starved? It 
seemed logical that 100 people 
in a cabin would be stuck and 
would starve lying on their 
backs. That way, they’d all be 
facing the same direction, see?
Negative. A hint: they were 
probably all sitting.
Which is something we didn’t 
often do during the day but about 
the only thing we did at night. 
When you’ve got 30-40 extra 
pounds on your back, you see, 
the last thing you want to do is 
plop down unless you’re serious 
about it. This being said, we did 
take our time moving along the 
trail, slowing down for questions, 
breaks, lunch or blisters.
Did the people in the cabin 
die in a fire, all of them stuck 
trying to exit the one door to 
the outside?
There may have been a fire, 
she said. But still not the answer.
One of the guys made a fire 
the second night on trail, but 
after the rain and ice the next 
night – when we needed one the 
most - all the wood was too wet. 
Luckily there was a shelter for us 
to sleep in to keep us from getting 
drenched, but it still got cold.
Aha! The people in the cabin 
froze to death!
“Nope,” a fellow hiker hinted. 
“Think about the cabin.”
I hit myself on the forehead.




Arkansas is for thinkers
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
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CONSTITUTIONAL
SGA will be holding a Constitutional Convention to 
hear student concerns about the SGA Constitution 
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SGA passes bill giving RHA more money
The Residence Hall 
Association will get $3,000 
from SGA this year because of 
a bill that passed unanimously 
on Tuesday.
RHA applied for more money 
than the $500 organizational aid 
limit after SGA voted during 
Winter Break in an e-vote to 
let organizations pursue more 
money.
The structural funding bill 
will give RHA $3,000 this year 
and decrease the amount each 
year until it reaches $500 in 
four years, according to the 
bill.
Administrative Vice 
President Reagan Gilley said 
RHA was the guinea pig in 
SGA’s new funding system.
Groups now have to submit 
a budget that lists all spending, 
according to the organizational 
aid application, Gilley said.
An organization can apply 
for money multiple times until 
it reaches the $500 limit or until 
SGA uses all of the $40,250 
organizational aid budget, he 
said.
RHA was the only 
organization that 
applied for an 
amount of money 
larger than the 
limit this year.
A lot of 
RHA’s budget 
comes from 
SGA said RHA 
Vice President 
Nikki Deese, a 
sophomore from 
Franklin, Tenn.
She said RHA 
got about $3,000 
from org aid each 
year before SGA 
set the limit.
Deese told senators at the 
meeting that RHA uses the 
money to fund projects such as 
Shantytown and Stresstivus and 
to fund projects for each dorm.
Deese let out a yelp after the 
RHA bill passed.
“We at RHA are very 
thankful,” Deese said. “It’s been 
a pretty rough year and we’re in 
a transitional period along with 
SGA.”  
Deese said 
RHA plans to 
find funding 




said she was 
surprised that 
there was no 
debate over the 
bill on Tuesday 
because there 
was a lot of 
discussion at last 
week’s meeting.
“I would like 
to hope that they all did their 
research and talked to people 
like Reagan, org aid and RHA,” 
Shelton said. 
Gilley said he hoped the 
passing of the bill this time was 
in response to his clarification 
of some questions that had been 
previously brought up about the 
bill.
Lexington freshman and 
SGA Senator Daniel Shaw said 
he thinks most of the concerns 
about the bill were addressed 
Tuesday night and it was made 
clear that the bill had merit.
Some senators were 
concerned that RHA would ask 
for more money in coming years 
if SGA passed the bill.
Gilley said RHA members 
filed an org aid application last 
semester requesting $3,000, but 
were denied because of the org 
aid cap.
RHA then tried to find a 
sponsor in the academic affairs 
and student affairs committees 
for the bill, but was unsuccessful, 
Gilley said. 
RHA members then wrote 
legislation on their own, he 
said.
That bill failed during the 
March 3 senate meeting. The 
senate voted to table the bill 
and reconsider it at the next 
meeting, which was Tuesday.
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Western started the year with 
an energy budget shortfall of 
$520,000, but that is down to 
$122,000 through decreased 
energy consumption, he said.
The actions described in the 
energy policy could help reduce 
the rest of the deficit, he said.
The policy includes new 
efforts, but it also contains a lot 
of common sense things Western 
already does, Osborne said.
It encourages students, 
faculty and staff to do things 
such as unplug electronic 
devices when not in use and 
close windows and doors when 
the heat or air conditioning is 
on, according to the policy.
Temperatures in buildings 
will be set to 60 degrees on 
nights, weekends and holidays 
during the winter and to 
between 80 and 85 degrees 
during the summer, according 
to the policy.
The temperature change has 
already been done in several 
buildings for a while, Ryan-
Downing said.
Unused parking lots will also 
be closed and lights turned off 
during extended breaks to save 
energy, Ryan-Downing said.
“One thing we learned from 
our holiday shutdown was that 
when the campus is largely 
unoccupied, we light up all of 
our parking lots,” she said.
The policy also requires new 
buildings on campus to be built 
to Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design standards, 
she said.
Students have been the ones 
asking for green 
initiatives on 
campus in recent 
years, said Sara 
Ferguson, the 




started as a student 
movement will be 
institutionalized 




Western to be the 
leader of sustainability among 
Kentucky universities, Ransdell 
said.
The energy policy will help 
change the behavior on campus 
to make that happen, he said.
Louisville sophomore Allison 
Riggs said she 
already tries to 
be green, but the 
policy will help 
motivate her to do 
more.
“I’ve really 
started to make 
sure to turn off 
the lights when I 
leave and turn off 
my computer,” 
she said.
Riggs said she 
was inspired by 
Ferguson’s role in 
sustainability on 
campus.
“She’s a student like us,” 
Riggs said. “If she can do it, we 
can too.”
EnErgy
“We at RHA are 
very thankful,” 
Deese said. “It’s 
been a pretty rough 
year and we’re in a 
transitional period 
along with SGA.”  
— Nikki Deese
 RHA Vice President
Western started 
the year 
with an energy 
budget shortfall 
of $520,000, but 
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The Kentucky Delta alumni 
association of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
wishes to inform all brothers, alumni, 
and families that the annual alumni 
family picnic on Saturday, July 25th 
has been MOVED to the Knights 
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combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. 
Delivery charge may apply.
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CHH
In a building named for one of the most 
legendary men’s basketball coaches, E.A. 
Diddle, will be one of the most successful 
women’s coaches this weekend.
Pat Summitt, the women’s basketball 
coach at Tennessee, has 1,005 career wins 
and has been in 28 NCAA tournaments. 
Her opposition for Sunday’s NCAA 
Tournament first-round game is Kelly 
Packard’s Ball State Cardinals. Packard, in 
her first year as a collegiate coach, brought 
Ball State to 25 wins and its first ever 
NCAA Tournament.  
But Summitt isn’t taking the Cardinals 
lightly, especially with her team’s No. 5 
seed, its lowest ever.
“I would expect Ball State to come out 
and play very, very hard and from watching 
them, they share the ball very well and play 
well together,” Summitt said.
Tennessee finished the regular season 
22-10, a year after winning the National 
Championship.  This is a much different 
team, however, as they had five players 
drafted in the WNBA following last 
year.  This team is led by underclassmen, 
including freshman Shekinna Stricklen, 
who leads the team in scoring with 13.1 
points per game.
Twelfth-seeded Ball State has a balanced 
roster, with four players averaging in double 
figures.
Sophomore Emily Maggert and senior 
Porchia Green both average at least 12 
points and six rebounds per game for the 
Cardinals. 
“It’s been a complete joy to watch 
the building of something very special,” 
Packard said after her team won the MAC 
Championship.
In the early game, fourth-seeded Iowa 
State faces 13-seeded East Tennessee 
State.  
Iowa State is ranked 19th in the nation 
but will have to stop the Buccaneers’ 
Siarre Evans, who was named Atlantic 
Sun Player of the Year after averaging 
16.3 points and 10.3 rebounds per game. 
ETSU made it to its second straight 
tournament by winning its conference 
tournament.
“We were hoping to be a 13-seed and to 
get that respect from the selection committee 
means a lot,” coach Karen Kemp said in a 
statement.
Iowa State finished the regular season 
with a 24-8 record.  Senior guard Heather 
Ezell leads the Cyclones with 11.8 points 
per game. Ezell also shoots 37 percent from 
three-point range.
“We’ve been through this enough that 
we know you’d better be ready for the first 
one,” Fennelly said. “It’s an honor to be in 
the tournament, and we’re ready to go and 
get playing,” Fennelly said.
The Cyclones and Buccaneers start at 6 
p.m., and Tennessee and Ball State tip at 
8:30 p.m. on Sunday in Diddle Arena with 
the winners playing at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday.
MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com





ORD R ONLINE T JIMMYJOHNS.COM
The biggest draw so far has probably 
been Tennessee, with Head Coach Pat 
Summit, Morrison said.
The Iowa State faithful seem to be willing 
to make the trip to Bowling Green to give 
the Lady Vols’ fans a run for their money, 
according to ticket sales.
Bringing in a large crowd will also 
limit the amount of red displayed when the 
games are aired on ESPN.
Not only is the number of filled seats going 
to increase but also the amount of media that 
will be in town for the tournament.
Chris Glowacki, the associate athletic 
media relations director, said that things 
got busy in the Athletic Media Relations 
office on Monday when the various media 
outlets started inquiring about getting 
credentials for this weekend’s games.
The facilities crew’s work will be on 
display for plenty of people to see so that 
the next time Bowling Green’s name gets 
thrown into the mix for places to play, it 
will be an easy decision for the selection 
committee to make.
“It’s kind of a one-shot deal,” Forsythe 
said. “If we don’t do it the way they want it 
done, we’ll never get it done again. So, we 
have got to make sure it’s done their way.”





First and second round games 
at Diddle Arena.
6 p.m. - Iowa State vs. 





8:30 p.m. - Winner 
of game one vs. Winner 
of game two
8:30 p.m. - Tennessee vs. 
Ball State (ESPN2)
vs.
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The Department of Modern Languages
thanks these students for volunteering during
the Regional High School LanguageFestival 
on February 27th. 















































































MUCHAS GRACIAS!  MERCI BEAUCOUP!  DANKE SEHR! MUCHAS GRACIAS!



































































A school-record number 
of qualifiers and the women’s 
30th-place national finish made 
Western’s participation in the 
NCAA Indoor Championships 
in College Station, Texas, a 
big deal.
But senior Valerie Brown 
stole the show once the on-track 
action began, breaking the 
400-meter dash school record 
with a 52.74-second run in the 
Saturday preliminaries.
“That time would hold 
up in any meet around the 
world, period,” coach Erik 
Jenkins said. “It’s hard to see 
how good that is if you’re not 
a person in track and field.”
Brown fo l lowed 
Saturday’s performance 
with a third-place finish in 
the Sunday-afternoon finals 
behind Hampton’s Francena 
McCoroy and Jessica Beard 
of Texas A&M.
Brown’s runs all came on 
the banked track in Texas 
A&M‘s indoor 
facilities. It was 
the first time the 
senior had ever 
run on that type 
of surface.
“I’d come so 
far, and it wasn’t 
time to get scared 
and throw it all 
away,” Brown 
said. “I went out 
and did what I 
was supposed to 
do.”
Brown elected 
not to participate 
in the 200-meters and took 
hold of the anchor position of 
the 4x400 relay. Along with 
junior Miaie Williams, junior 
Samantha Smith and senior 
Alecia Brown, the women’s 
relay finished 11th with a time 
of 3:38.87 seconds — three 
seconds slower than their 3:35 
provisional time.
“Quite a few factors 
played into (our 
finish), and quite 
honestly we just 
didn’t have a 
very good run,” 
Jenkins said.
Janet Jesang 
became only the 
12th Western track 
athlete to earn all-
American honors 
with a seventh-
place finish in 
the 5,000-meter 
run on Saturday. 
Jesang’s 16:01.77 
bettered her own 
school record set at the Husky 
Classic on Feb. 14.
The Western track team 
will take the weekend off 
and return to action with a 
split-squad meet between the 
Alabama Relays and Stanford 
Invitational.
TRACK & FIELD




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  p a g e
“Physically, I think I’m in 
the best shape I’ve been in,” he 
said, “but mentally, I just have 
to figure out how to get over the 
hump and get people out.”
Carter said he’s working 
on “small things,” such as the 
release point for his pitches and 
his composure on the mound.
“I just focus on the things I 
can control and pitch for every 
pitch,” he said.
Carter said that though much 
of the pitching staff hasn’t per-
formed to expectations this sea-
son, the offense’s ability to get 
on base has taken some of the 
pressure off.
“We take walks, hit by 
pitches and call those freebies,” 
Carter said. “We take those bet-
ter than anybody else I’ve ever 
seen, so they’re constantly put-
ting pressure on the defense and 
the pitcher to have to make a 
pitch.”
The Toppers have walked 84 
times and been hit by 32 pitches 
as a team this season.
The Toppers will travel to 
Troy for a three-game series 
beginning on Friday. The 
Trojans were picked to finish 
second to Western in the Sun 
Belt Conference this season.
Western is 1-4 away from 
home this season, with three 
of those losses coming to 
Southeastern Conference oppo-
nents, but Cregar said that the 
team has been more focused 
during weekend games.
“We know how important it 
is to win the Sun Belt, and it’s a 
tough league,” he said. “I think 
we’re more mentally focused 
for the weekends, and we just 
need to take that same attitude 
into the midweek games.”
Carter said that he wasn’t 
worried about the team’s abil-
ity to compete with Troy on 
the road.
“I don’t think it’s going to 
make that much of a difference,” 
Carter said. “I think we’re going 
to approach it just like any other 
conference game.”
Coach Chris Finwood had no 
comment after yesterday after-
noon’s game.
The Toppers, currently unde-
feated in conference play, will 
begin a three-game series at 
Troy with a game at 6 p.m. on 
Friday.
Toppers
“I’d come so far, 
and it wasn’t time 
to get scared and 
throw it all away. 
I went out and did 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  p a g e
“We have been working a lot 
on our hitting,” Perry said. “We 
started hot at the beginning of 
the year and started to drop off 
a little bit. We had to correct 
a few things and I saw some 
improvements in those areas.” 
In the second game, Western 
got off to a quick start, scoring 
a run in both of the first two 
innings. The Lady Toppers 
offense picked up the pace in 
the fifth inning when junior 
utility player Lindsay Antone 
hit a two-run home run, her 
second homer of the night.
“I haven’t been hitting as 
well as I normally do,” Antone 
said. “I got up there and had 
tons of confidence today. She 
just put it right over the plate 
and I tagged it. It felt great 
going over the fence. It was 
probably the best feeling home 
run I’ve ever had.”
Western started the evening 
off taking game one over the 
Lady Governors 8-0 in five 
innings. The Lady Toppers 
were led by senior pitcher Ryan 
Rogge. She pitched the fourth 
no-hitter in school history, and 
gave up just one walk. 
Senior pitcher Jennifer 
Kempf said she was pleased 
with the performance of both 
pitchers during the evening. 
Kempf pitched a complete game 
two-hitter and only walked one 
batter in game two.
“When you see another 
team struggle with the change-
up, it is to your advantage to 
keep throwing that pitch until 
they can prove that they can 
do something with it,” Kempf 
said. “Everything thing else is 
batter by batter and you break 
everything down that way.”
Western returns to Sun 
Belt Conference play this 
weekend, playing three games 





pitched a no- 
hitter in the 





to its 8-0 win.
LINDSEY GREER/HERALD
Clean sweep
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ONLINE
PLENTY MORE FROM 
PORTLAND
Check back to wkuherald.com after 
tonight’s game for complete coverage 
and reaction following Western’s first 
round game against Illinois in the South 
Region of the NCAA Tournament.
INSIDE
Western’s track and field team were very 
successful at the NCAA Indoor National 
Championships. PAGE 11A
After losing three 
straight non-conference 
games, Western is probably 
ready to return to Sun Belt 
Conference competition.
The Toppers (12-5) took 
a 7-5 lead into the bottom 
of the ninth inning yester-
day but lost on a Eastern 
Kentucky walk-off home 
run that made the final score 
8-7.
“I think we played well 
enough to win, we hit 
well enough to win, and 
we pitched well enough to 
win,” senior outfielder Chad 
Cregar said. “This is base-
ball, and sometimes it hap-
pens like that.”
Though the Toppers 
scored two runs in the top 
of the ninth to break a 5-5 
tie, the Colonels respond-
ed with a run of their own 
before senior first baseman 
Matt Davis hit a two-run 
home run off of sophomore 
pitcher Bryce Jenney to end 
the game.
“He’s got a great arm, 
and he’s a great guy to bring 
into that situation,” Cregar 
said of Jenney. “You just 
kind of get worn out with a 
man on, and he left the ball 
up, and the guy put a good 
swing on it.”
Junior pitcher Bart Carter 
(1-1) threw three innings, 
giving up three hits and two 
runs.
Carter has given up 13 
earned runs in 16.2 innings 
pitched this season, allow-
ing 18 hits and giving up 11 
After Diddle Arena undergoes a 
major facelift in order to prep itself 
for prime time television on ESPN 
and the first and second rounds of 
the NCAA women’s tournament, the 
sea of red won’t be the same place 
that many Western fans have become 
accustomed to.
Western’s facilities crew has been 
putting in such long hours to get 
prepared for the event that when 
you send facilities coordinator Les 
Forsythe an e-mail, an automatic 
response is returned, explaining that 
he basically has a limited amount 
of time and chances are it will be a 
while before he actually responds to 
the email.
“You know, I wouldn’t call it a 
headache,” Forsythe said. “It’s been 
a lot of work. Our first meeting was 
back in the first week August. The 
NCAA has given us a lot of deadlines 
to meet, and we are very prepared 
here on our site, and the NCAA 
won’t let you get behind.”
In Forsythe’s office on the wall 
across from his desk is a whiteboard 
that lists all of the things the group 
has to do before the teams and offi-
cials get to Bowling Green.
On the floor, it’s not exactly the 
Oscars.
Instead, blue carpet has been laid 
out, and the two corporate sponsors, 
Sonic and Jr. Foods, as well as the 
new men’s three-point line will all 
be covered by a special material that 
was ordered out of Kansas from a 
company that is handling all of the 
NCAA sites. All of the signs around 
the arena have been covered with a 
thick, black, tarp-like material that 
has tape on both sides.
The blue carpet is part of the 
NCAA’s goal to get its brand as 
much exposure as possible as well 
as providing each site with a neutral 
atmosphere, Forsythe said.
In pre-game and post-game news 
conferences there is an individual 
assigned to make sure that the players 
are wearing at least one item of their 
team’s apparel as well as drinking out 
of an official NCAA blue cup.
The facilities crew has been work-
ing backwards trying to leave the 
main gym floor open as long as pos-
sible, as well as the auxiliary gyms 
so that Western’s other teams can 
continue their practices.
 Forsythe and the rest of the crew 
have been working from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., but on Friday they are sched-
uled to stay until midnight.
The facilities crew aren’t the only 
ones feeling the pressure. Assistant 
Ticket Manager Matt Morrison’s 
phone has been ringing off of the 
hook.
“We put it online, and we sold 500 
tickets, and we’ve done about 3,000 
in-office tickets,” Morrison said. 
“Tickets are going fast. It’s pretty 










Diddle gets black and blue in preparation for NCAA tournament
RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com
S e e  D I D D L E ,  p a g e  1 0 a
S e e  T O P P E R S ,  p a g e  1 1 a
When Western’s softball team 
returned home to the WKU Softball 
Complex after a 18-game road trip, it 
found the familiar surroundings to be a 
back-drop for a pair of wins.
The Lady Toppers beat Austin 
Peay 8-0 and 4-0 in a doubleheader 
Wednesday.
The wins were Western’s first since 
March 7, when the Lady Toppers also 
beat the Lady Governors in Atlanta as 
part of the Buzz Classic.
The games got Western playing 
again after four games were canceled 
last week during the Winthrop Adidas 
Invitational in Rock Hill, S.C.
“We really needed to play during the 
Spring Break,” Perry said. “Generally 
you try to get in as many games 
as possible. Out of our six games 
scheduled, we only played one and we 
didn’t play so well that day. Coming 
out today and having an opportunity to 
play was huge and you could tell the 
kids were excited.”
Perry attributed the team’s success 





Lady Toppers pick up doubleheader win
S e e  W I N ,  p a g e  1 1 a
LINDSEY GREER/HERALD
Junior infielder Ashley Contreras, digs hard, prior to sliding safely into third. Contreras goes on to score, contributing to Western’s 4-0 win against Austin Peay Wednesday 
night.
EMILY-ROSE BENNETT/HERALD
Diddle Arena facilities coordinator and Western alumnus Miles Ormon helps pre-
pare Diddle for the NCAA Women’s tournament. Space had to be made in the auxil-
iary gyms for receptions and the media where interviews will be done. 
TRACK & FIELD
A closer look at the four teams coming to 
play in the NCAA Women’s Tournament in 
Diddle Arena. PAGE 10A
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Even though the Lady Toppers won’t be a 
part of the NCAA tournament, the Herald 
will still be covering all the action of the 
women’s first and second rounds at Diddle.
